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§292.5 Proposal selection process.

The proposal evaluation and selec-
tion process will consist of three prin-
cipal phases: Proposal qualifications;
proposal review and selection of final-
ists; and award determination as fol-
lows:

(a) Proposal qualification. All pro-
posals will be reviewed by NIST to as-
sure compliance with the proposal con-
tent and other basic provisions of this
part. Proposals which satisfy these re-
quirements will be designated qualified
proposals; all others will be disquali-
fied at this phase of the evaluation and
selection process.

(b) Proposal review and selection of fi-
nalists. NIST will appoint an evaluation
panel to review and evaluate all quali-
fied proposals in accordance with the
evaluation criteria and values set forth
in this part. Evaluation panels will
consist of NIST employees and in some
cases other federal employees or non-
federal experts who sign non-disclosure
agreements. A site visit may be re-
quired to make full evaluation of a pro-
posal. From the qualified proposals, a
group of finalists will be numerically
ranked and recommended for award
based on this review.

(c) Award determination. The Director
of the NIST, or her/his designee, shall
select awardees based on total evalua-
tion scores, geographic distribution,
and the availability of funds. All three
factors will be considered in making an
award. Upon the final award decision, a
notification will be made to each of the
proposing organizations.

§292.6 Additional requirements.

Federal policies and procedures. Recipi-
ents and subrecipients are subject to
all Federal laws and Federal and De-
partment of Commerce policies, regula-
tions, and procedures applicable to
Federal financial assistance awards.
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Subpart A—General

§295.1 Purpose.

(@) The purpose of the Advanced
Technology Program (ATP) is to as-
sisted United States businesses to
carry out research and development on
high risk, high pay-off, emerging and
enabling technologies. These tech-
nologies are:

(1) High risk, because the technical
challenges make success uncertain;

(2) High pay-off, because when ap-
plied they offer significant benefits to
the U.S. economy; and

(3) Emerging and enabling, because
they offer wide breadth of potential ap-
plication and form an important tech-
nical basis for future commercial appli-
cations.

(b) The rules in this part prescribe
policies and procedures for the award
of cooperative agreements under the
Advanced Technology Program in
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§295.2

order to ensure the fair treatment of
all proposals. While the Advanced
Technology Program is authorized to
enter into grants, cooperative agree-
ments, and contracts to carry out its
mission, the rules in this part address
only the award of cooperative agree-
ments. The Program employs coopera-
tive agreements rather than grants be-
cause such agreements allow ATP to
exercise appropriate management over-
sight of projects and also to link ATP-
funded projects to ongoing R&D at the
National Institute of Standards and
Technology wherever such linkage
would increase the likelihood of suc-
cess of the project.

(c) In carrying out the rules in this
part, the Program endeavors to put
more emphasis on joint ventures and
consortia with a broad range of partici-
pants, including large companies, and
less emphasis on support of individual
large companies.

[62 FR 64684, Dec. 9, 1997]

§295.2 Definitions.

(a) For the purposes of the ATP, the
term award means Federal financial as-
sistance made under a grant or cooper-
ative agreement.

(b) The term company means a for-
profit organization, including sole pro-
prietors, partnerships, limited liability
companies (LLCs), or corporations.

(c) The term cooperative agreement re-
fers to a Federal assistance instrument
used whenever the principal purpose of
the relationship between the Federal
Government and the recipient is the
transfer of money, property, or serv-
ices, or anything of value to the recipi-
ent to accomplish a public purpose of
support or stimulation authorized by
Federal statute, rather than acquisi-
tion by purchase, lease, or barter, of
property or services for the direct ben-
efit or use of the Federal Government;
and substantial involvement is antici-
pated between the executive agency,
acting for the Federal Government,
and the recipient during performance
of the contemplated activity.

(d) The term direct costs means costs
that can be identified readily with ac-
tivities carried out in support of a par-
ticular final objective. A cost may not
be allocated to an award as a direct
cost if any other cost incurred for the
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same purpose in like circumstances has
been assigned to an award as an indi-
rect cost. Because of the diverse char-
acteristics and accounting practices of
different organizations, it is not pos-
sible to specify the types of costs which
may be classified as direct costs in all
situations. However, typical direct
costs could include salaries of per-
sonnel working on the ATP project and
associated reasonable fringe benefits
such as medical insurance. Direct costs
might also include supplies and mate-
rials, special equipment required spe-
cifically for the ATP project, and trav-
el associated with the ATP project.
ATP shall determine the allowability
of direct costs in accordance with ap-
plicable Federal cost principles.

(e) The term foreign-owned company
means a company other than a United
States-owned company as defined in
§295.2(q).

(f) The term grant means a Federal
assistance instrument used whenever
the principal purpose of the relation-
ship between the Federal Government
and the recipient is the transfer of
money, property, services, or anything
of value to the recipient in order to ac-
complish a public purpose of support or
stimulation authorized by Federal
statute, rather than acquisition by
purchase, lease, or barter, of property
or services for the direct benefit or use
of the Federal Government; and no sub-
stantial involvement is anticipated be-
tween the executive agency, acting for
the Federal Government, and the re-
cipient during performance of the con-
templated activity.

(9) The term independent research or-
ganization (IRO) means a nonprofit re-
search and development corporation or
association organized under the laws of
any state for the purpose of carrying
out research and development on be-
half of other organizations.

(h) The term indirect costs means
those costs incurred for common or
joint objectives that cannot be readily
identified with activities carried out in
support of a particular final objective.
A cost may not be allocated to an
award as an indirect cost if any other
cost incurred for the same purpose in
like circumstances has been assigned
to an award as a direct cost. Because of
diverse characteristics and accounting
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